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Megatrends and Media
Media Future

International Scientific Conference, 25" - 26" of April 2017
Congress Hall of the Slovak Academy of Sciences
Smolenice, Slovakia

The international scientific conference Megatrends and Media, organised
by the Faculty of Mass Media Communication at the University of SS.
Cyril and Methodius in Trnava, is a traditional scientific event supported
and attended by media communication theorists, media scholars,
researchers as well as media professionals. The goal of the conference
is to present and exchange current knowledge and experience reflecting
media and the latest trends in media production and consumption.

The annual international conference Megatrends and Media (the
conference’s current title was established in 2011, the event had been
previously called On Problems of Media Communication, later Mass Media
Communication and Reality and then Media, Society, Media Fiction), took
place on 25%" - 26" of April 2017 at the Smolenice Castle, for eleventh
time.

The subtitle of the conference was Media Future; the topic of this year’s
conference was rather easy to pick, as the scientific and organising
committee involved media researchers and professionals who focus on
the ways current media production functions as a vanguard of the future
full of wonderful technologies, highly efficient communication forms and
new entertaining impulses, but also marked by serious social disparities,
cultural disbalances and problems related to use and abuse of freedom
of speech and expression. We live in an era of insecurity and uncertainty
that is multiplied by a huge amount of individual as well as collective
rights and freedoms. These freedoms manifest themselves in the whole
spectrum of our life choices - for instance, the ways we use technologies
or express our opinions result from the fact that we often do not have
just plenty, but rather too much new knowledge and entertaining
stimuli. And thus we do no know what to look for, where to go, what
kinds of values to foster, which relationships to develop. The future is
approaching too quickly.



The discussion sessions were divided into five sections as follows:
Section 1: Future of Media Terminology
Section 2: Future of Media Education
Section 3: Future of Media Influence
Section 4: Future of Marketing in Media
Section 5: Future of Games

We, the conference’s organisers, were proud to welcome many regular
and new participants as well as renowned foreign guests from the
Czech Republic, Japan, Spain, Russia, Poland, Croatia and Ukraine. We
were especially honoured to welcome Professor Masayuki Uemura,
(the Ritsumeikan University Kinugasa Research Organisation, Japan),
the world-renowned scholar and inventor of digital game devices
who attended our conference for the first time. The presence and
active participation of Professor Dr. Alexander Fedorov (the Deputy
Director for Science, Anton Chekhov Taganrog Institute; Editor-In-
Chief of the Media Education Journal, Russia) and Associate Professor
Dra. Charo Sadaba (the School of Communication at the University
of Navarra in Spain) were also highly inspiring.

The Brilliantt award ceremony was another important part
of the conference. The International Institute for Interdisciplinary
Research, established by the Faculty of Mass Media Communication UCM
in Trnava, had announced the award in 2014. The goal of the award is
to express public appreciation towards basic and secondary educational
institutions and universities in Slovakia which significantly contribute
to implementation of innovations into the sphere of education, aiming
to raise the public awareness of such activities. The award announcer’s
ambition is to inform about, motivate, support and appreciate unique
activities of educational institutions that are able to bring innovations
in the field of education and ‘breathe life’ into them.

Another highly significant award that is presented annually during
the conference Megatrends and Media is called Maridn Matyds’s
Pomegranate. Maridn Matya$ (1978 - 2007), a media theorist and a
highly successful young scholar, was one of the first graduates of the
Faculty of Mass Media Communication (2002), later a lecturer at the
same institution. He considerably shaped the face of then-young faculty
also as a Senator representing students and their needs and interests.
Later, as one the faculty’s Vice-Deans, he helped set our current ambitions
and the principles we respect today and will respect in the future.



The Pomegranate was first awarded in 2008; the award is presented
annually to our students, graduates or colleagues whose scholarly
accomplishments or important media-related performances contribute
immensely to the development of our faculty and thus honour Marian
Matyas’s extraordinary work and personality.

Conference website: https://fmk.sk/megatrendy-a-media/
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Faculty website: http://fmk.sk

Facebook account of FMK Conferences:
https://www.facebook.com/KonferencieFmk
(All photos from the conference are here to see)
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PREFACE
Dear Colleagues, Dear Scientific Community,

We are proud to present the conference proceedings associated with the
international scientific conference Megatrends and Media, held annually
by the Faculty of Mass Media Communication, University of SS. Cyril and
Methodius in Trnava. In 2017, this annual scholarly event took place for
twelfth time. As always, we were pleased to meet scholars, researchers
and professionals from Slovakia and abroad; the fact that many of them
attend every year and some of them have even become our friends, fills
us with pride and sense of a job well done.

The main discussion topic of the Megatrends and Media conference, as
the subtitle Media Future unmistakably suggested, was the future of
media production, media industry and media communication as a whole.
It would be hard to argue with Andrej Buchamer, one of our keynote
speakers; as he claimed during his speech and presentation, “the future
is now”. Media technologies of today are shaping the world of tomorrow
as we speak - whether we like it or not, the ways we communicate (and
the technologies we use to disseminate information) determine who we
are, where we will go and what we will have to reflect on to see this new,
globalised and technologically advanced universe in its true form - so
rich and visually compelling, but also too ambivalent, dangerous and
uncertain.

Last year, the preface I wrote mentioned that it was hard and problematic
to find “an imaginary lighthouse in the vast sea of information, news
stories, knowledge, sensations and mediated emotions”. Today, a year
later, I cannot think about anything better and more adequate to say. The
age of uncertainty we live in leads us towards the crucial questions: Do
‘smarter’ technologies automatically bring smarter users or more active
audiences? What will we have to do to preserve freedom of speech,
opinion and expression and, at the same time, to eliminate any public
demonstrations of social disorder, anti-democratic attitudes or openly
vicious opinions? The former question was also posed by Braiio Polak,
the CEO and co-owner of STARMEDIA Agency, another of our keynote
speakers. The latter issue is, as we believe, closely related to the last
year’s key topic - critical thinking. We still insist that critical thinking
should become a prominent part of education of the general public, of
all social groups and individuals regardless of their psycho- and socio-
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demographic characteristics. There is no other way of answering the
aforementioned questions but by being critical, by constantly revisiting
and questioning anything we have known, because it may no longer be
true. In the post-factual world full of opinion collisions, half-truths and
social anxieties, there really is no other thing we can do.

In 2017, Megatrends and Media hosted keynote speakers, media
professionals and scholars including world-class experts who discussed
the future of media. I am really honoured that the world-known visionary
expert on digital games, the co-inventor of one of the most popular
gaming devices, Nintendo, Prof. Masayuki Uemura from the Ritsumeikan
University Kinugasa Research Organisation, Japan, was able to attend our
conference and give a thorough plenary speech on Japanese people and
their relationship to digital games. Moreover, as | have mentioned above,
it is great to welcome our guests and participants who take part in our
conference repeatedly - especially if one of them is Prof. Dr. Alexander
Fedorov, the esteemed expert on the development of media literacy,
Honourable President of Russian Association for Film & Media Education
and Editor-In-Chief of the renowned Media Education Journal published
in Russia. The trio of foreign keynote speakers also involved Assoc. Prof.
Dra. Charo Sadaba, affiliated with the School of Communication at the
University of Navarra in Spain, who specialises in the problems of ‘smart’
technologies and their influence on youngsters.

The main topic of the conference was divided into five sections
representing partial related problems we aimed to address - Future of
Media Terminology, Future of Media Education, Future of Media Influence,
Future of Marketing in Media and Future of Games. The conference
participants from Slovakia, the Czech Republic, Japan, Spain, Russia,
Poland, Croatia and Ukraine presented more than 130 contributions. The
conference proceedings you are holding in your hands include 23 best
contributions in English from three of the five aforementioned sections.
The primary reason for such a strict selection of papers is to present the
highest quality possible, to truly enrich the academic discourse on these
matters.

We, along with all scholars affiliated with our Faculty of Mass Media
Communication, have been doing everything in our power to create a
reputable and effective space for discussion among scientists, theorists,
researchers and professionals for more than a decade now. Since we are
determined to persist in our efforts, this year’s conference proceedings

13



place special emphasis on topics representing progress, media
innovations and the future as a whole. Dear readers, I would also like
to underline that our conference Megatrends and Media has succeeded
in functioning as a platform for the presentation of activities and events
organised or supported by our faculty. It has become a tradition to
present the award called Maridn Matyds’s Pomegranate. The award
honours students and graduates who have significantly contributed to the
development of the Faculty of Mass Media Communication, performed a
notable media appearance or created a remarkable media product. In
2017, The Pomegranate was awarded to Radio Aetter, one of the most
successful results of our continuous efforts to offer the faculty’s students
a creative, professional environment, in which they can develop their
communication skills and talents.

Furthermore, we proudly introduced the creative almanac MUUZA 2017,
published since 2009, as well as our key and most successful scientific
journal Communication Today. Throughout its existence, the journal has
excelled in becoming an internationally recognised scholarly periodical
indexed in several prestigious databases (ESCI - Web of Science, Scopus
and many more). Our conference also publicly presented the latest issue
of another scientific journal in the field of media studies, European
Journal of Media, Art and Photography (EJMAP). In these days we are
immensely proud to announce that this journal, which reflects on the
current development tendencies of the media world in the context
of visual media, has been indexed in Web of Science as well. We did
not break the tradition of announcing the Brilliantt award winners as
well. The goal of this competition for primary and secondary schools
and universities is to motivate, support and recognise unique activities
of educational institutions, which are related to innovations in the area
of providing education. The Faculty of Mass Media Communication
also proudly stayed a partner organisation of the Slovak nationwide
competition “Children’s Rights through Children’s Eyes’.

We are very pleased that the conference Megatrends and Media 2017
was supported by our long-time scientific partners: the Katowice Branch
of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Political Science of the
Slovak Academy of Sciences, the Institute of Theatre and Film Research
of the Slovak Academy of Sciences, the Centre for Innovation, Technology
Transfer and Development Foundation of the University of Silesia
(Poland), the Polish Public Relations Association and the European
Journal of Science and Theology (Romania). Our general partners

14



deserve a huge ‘thank you’ as well - [ would like to express our gratitude
to the Trnava Self-governing Region, ASBIS, Ltd, KRAS - the Club of Slovak
Advertising Agencies and the Cluster of Tourism - West Slovakia. The
willingness of these institutions to participate in our conference is the
best possible proof of its renowned status in the Central European area.
[ would like to thank our partners, colleagues and friends for supporting
us and helping us make our conference better.

However, I would like to emphasise once again that it is not only the
variety and professional capacity of our participants, which continually
distinguishes us from many other domestic or foreign conferences
and scientific events. It is mainly the spirit of our professional and
enthusiastic team, of our colleagues and students from the organising
and programme committee who always work hard to organise two
great days full of intellectual energy, interesting debates and positive
experiences that are impossible to forget.

In the era when we are literally living our future, it is also necessary to
remember and learn from events of the past. | assure you that besides

taking steps towards the future, our conference proceedings also reflect
what we remember and what we have experienced together.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Dana Petranovd, PhD.

Dean of the Faculty of Mass Media Communication
University of SS. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava
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MEGATRENDS AND MEDIA

THE ROLE OF A DEBATE IN THE DEVELOPMENT
OF CRITICAL THINKING

Zuzana Bacikovd

ABSTRACT:

The purpose of this document is to explore an effect of debate used in university
education process on development of critical thinking. This study used a
quasi-experimental research and involved two classes of students grouped
into experimental group and control group. A tailored version of standardized
critical thinking test inspired by Watson Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal, a
test of controversy and a self-evaluation were used as research instruments.
Even thought, that our results showed that a use of debate has no effect on
development of critical thinking level and critical thinking drill has no effect on
level of estimate in self-evaluation, there are some implications for educators,
psychologists, methodologists and philosophers.

KEY WORDS:
critical thinking, digitalization, human, influence, media

1 Introduction

The trust of media as a result of widespread misreporting and false
information is decreasing,' but also we are witnesses of screen-based
reading behaviour characterized by more time spent on browsing and
scanning, keyword spotting, one-time reading, non-linear reading, and
reading more selectively, while less time is spent on in-depth reading,
and concentrated reading.? With amount of unreliable information
and neglected reception of information, it is hard to reduce impact
of misinformation on consumers using the Internet. Study about
visibility of unscientific information on the Internet about childhood
vaccination shows that during an Internet search is likely to be exposed
to a significant amount of antivaccination information.* The impact of

1 CHAHAL, M.: The Fake News Effect: What Does it Mean for Advertisers?
[online]. [2017-04-10]. Available at: <https://www.marketingweek.
com/2017/03/27 /the-fake-news-effect/>.

2 LIU, Z.: Reading Behavior in the Digital Environment. In Journal of
Documentation, 2005, Vol. 61, No. 6, p. 700. [online]. [2017-04-10].
Available at: <http://dx.doi.org/10.1108/00220410510632040>.

3 WOLFE, R. M,, SHARP, L. K.: Vaccination or Immunization? The Impact of
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opponents of childhood vaccination is present for example in Romania.*
Other less known cases of uncritical thinking can be oral use of Chlorine
dioxide in faith of final solution to all diseases.> Due to impacts like these,
society has to react.

The education systems more commonly integrate activities focused on
development of the critical thinking. Main reasons for these steps are
findings of many researches. Students with greater critical thinking
dispositions achieve better grades in school® and also better learning
outcomes from real-life simulations.” In general, a critical thinking incites
inquisitivenesswithregardtoawiderangeofissues,concerntobecomeand
remain generally well-informed, alertness to opportunities to use critical
thinking, trust in the processes of reasoned inquiry, self-confidence in
one’s own ability to reason, open-mindedness regarding divergent world
views, flexibility in considering alternatives and opinions, understanding
of the opinions of other people, fair-mindedness in appraising reasoning,
honesty in facing one’s own biases, prejudices, stereotypes, egocentric
or sociocentric tendencies, prudence in suspending, making or altering
judgments, willingness to reconsider and revise views where honest
reflection suggests that change is warranted.® A critical thinking can be

Search Terms on the Internet. In Journal of Health Communication:
International Perspectives, 2005, Vol. 10, No. 6, p. 537. [online]. [2017-
04-18]. Available at: <http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/
abs/10.1080/10810730500228847>.

4 FOLENTOVA, V.: 4j Slovensko je ohrozené epidémiou osypok, akd zabija
v Rumunsku, pocet ockovanych klesd. [online]. [2017-04-18]. Available
at: <https://dennikn.sk/698962 /aj-slovensko-je-ohrozene-epidemiou-
osypok-aka-zabija-v-rumunsku-pocet-ockovanych-klesa/>.

5 SMIDTOVA, M.: Inspekce varuje pted pFipravkem Miracle Mineral
Supplement. [online]. [2017-04-18]. Available at: <http://www.szpi.gov.cz/
clanek/inspekce-varuje-pred-pripravkem-miracle-mineral-supplement.
aspx?q=JmNobnVtPTEmaGw9bW1z>.

6 KOSTURKOVA, M.: Komponenty stvisiace s iroviiou kritického myslenia
riakov SS. In DUPKALOVA, M., HUDAKOVA, T. (eds.): Sticasné aspekty
pedagogickej profesie. PreSov : PreSovska univerzita v Presove, 2015, p. 189.

7 BELL, R, LOON, M.: The Impact of Critical Thinking Disposition on Learning
Using Business Simulations. In The International Journal of Management
Education, 2015, Vol. 13, No. 1, p. 125. [online]. [2017-04-10]. Available at:
<http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijme.2015.01.002>.

8  FACIONE, A. P: Critical Thinking: A Statement of Expert Consensus for
Purposes of Educational Assessment and Instruction (Executive Summary:
The Delphi Report). [online]. [2017-04-12]. Available at: <https://
assessment.trinity.duke.edu/documents/Delphi_Report.pdf>.
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perceived as a way of perceptions and materialized attitudes toward the
world. The majority of definitions interpret critical thinking as a process.
For example, Paris points out, that critical thinking is logical thouhgt
process, which leads to acceptance or non-acceptance for surrounding
or confronting stimuli.’ Sternberg defines critical thinking as the mental
processes, strategies, and representations, which people use to solve
problems, make decisions, and learn new concepts® or Gabennesch’s
definition of critical thinking is the use of rational skills and values to get
as close as possible to the truth.!* These definitions do not consider the
consequences of critical thinking process, because there is nothing like
true in human and even in natural sciences. Another way of the critical
thinking definitions are connected with abilities and skills. Bemesch
defined critical thinking as cognitive skills (as a set of higher ordered
thinking skills including evaluation, analysis, and synthesis) and for social
change (as social practice to expose socio-political roots of knowledge
and bring changes).*

The most complex definition of critical thinking offers Facione, which was
created by expert consensus. The definition explains: ,We understand
critical thinking to be purposeful, self-regulatory judgment which results in
interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference, as well as explanation
of the evidential, conceptual, methodological, criteriological, or contextual
considerations upon which that judgment is based. Critical thinking is
essential as a tool of inquiry. As such, critical thinking is a liberating force
in education and a powerful resource in one’s personal and civic life. While
not synonymous with good thinking, critical thinking is a pervasive and
self-rectifying human phenomenon. The ideal critical thinker is habitually
inquisitive, well-informed, trustful of reason, open-minded, flexible, fair-
minded in evaluation, honest in facing personal biases, prudent in making
judgments, willing to reconsider, clear about issues, orderly in complex

9  PARIS, P. G.: Critical Thinking and the Use of the Internet as a Resource.
In International Education Journal, 2002, Vol. 4, No. 1, p. 30. [online]. [2017-
04-10]. Available at: <https://ehlt.flinders.edu.au/education/iej/articles/
v4n1/paris/paper.pdf>.

10 STERNBERG, R. ].: Critical Thinking: Its Nature, Measurement, and
Improvement. Washington : National Inst. of Education, 1986.
[online]. [2017-04-12]. Available at: <https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED272882>.

11 GABENNESCH, H.: Critical Thinking: What Is It Good for? [online]. [2017-04-
10]. Available at: <http://www.csicop.org/si/show/critical_thinking what_
is_it_good_for_in_fact_what_is_it>.

12 BENESH, S.: Critical Thinking: A Learning Process for Democracy. In TESOL
Quarterly, 1993, Vol. 27, No. 3, p. 545.
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matters, diligent in seeking relevant information, reasonable in the
selection of criteria, focused in inquiry, and persistent in seeking results
which are as precise as the subject and the circumstances of inquiry
permit. Thus, educating good critical thinkers means working toward this
ideal. It combines developing critical thinking skills with nurturing those
dispositions which consistently yield useful insights and which are the basis
of a rational and democratic society.® If we accept definitions based on
skills, we have to admit possibilities of measurement of critical thinking.

Well known tests are for example Cornell Critical Thinking Test, the
Waston-Glaser Critical Thinking Test or the New Jersey Test of Reasoning.
These tests are based on the logical reasoning skills, which are quite
isolated from critical thinking.* The next criticism is based on ability of
reading comprehension of these tests. Due to it, it is possible to improve
the critical thinking by training reading comprehension especially in
terms of the ability to read and read between the lines.”® However, the
critical thinking is not only about reading, but also about understanding
mathematics, writing skills and many others. It is proven that, there
is a correlation between writing quality and critical thinking skills.*®
Nevertheless, study about correlations between few critical thinking
tests suggests that there is strong correlation between them, but some
items are unproductive, ambiguous, do not relate to the total score, some
do not discriminate well between those who do not; some appear to be
more related to mathematics or vocabulary than to reasoning.’” Even
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with doubts with definitions and measurements of critical thinking, there
is consensus about possibilities of its development. The experts coincide
that people can learn how to think more objectively and logically, how to
expand repertoire of more specialized procedures and criteria used in
different areas of human thought and inquiry*® and also they bring some
tools for its development.®

The study find that collaborative learning had performed significantly
better results on the critical thinking test than students who studied
individually.® A similar finding was noticed with integrated learning
model against fragmented learning model.*> As we can see critical
thinking exercises can be integrated part of education process and
should be realized by public cooperation of students. Both conditions are
satisfied by the debate. Debates are creative and competitive activities,
in which people cooperate to decide the best way to solve the problem or
compete to promote their positions. The part of debate is argumentation
and it requires informal logic, analogies, principles, metaphors or
narratives.”? Through debate, students could learn key argumentative
and also communication skills.”® The assumption in the development of
critical thinking skills by debate are based on presentations opposing
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positions of opinions. By showing the whole spectrum of attitudes and
arguments, after evaluations all of them, students can choose their own
opinion without uncritical identification with opinions of others.* The
common impacts of critical thinking and debate are showed at the picture
1. Debaters outscored nondebaters on the critical thinking appraisal.?®
Debate technique had a statistically significant effect on the students’
reading comprehension.?® As we already know reading comprehension
is common denominator of critical thinking and also debate. Debates
raised participation of students and enthusiasm for class discussion
and also evaluations of instructors.”’ It can be caused by student’s
belief, that the debates helped them to learn new knowledge, to gain
an understanding of the topic and to gain additional knowledge on the
subject. They preferred preparation for a debate than taking a test.?® We
have to admit that debates are popular among students. Nevertheless,
there are some challenges related with speaking in front of class or
defending their cases.”
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Picture 1: The impacts of critical thinking and debate
Source: own adaptation based on multiple sources

The main criticism of debate as an educational activity of critical thinking
is connected with ironically uncritical causal relationship between
participation in debate and improved critical thinking ability. It can
be caused only by attractiveness of debate by people who are natural
critical thinkers.*® An explanation offers also the claim, that more detailed
knowledge improves critical thinking skills, because critical thinking
requires individuals to apply what they know about the subject matter.!
It is in match with self-evaluation claims of students.?? Next criticism
is connected with dual positions in debate (only yes or no statement),
final stage (only winning or losing), validation of point of view (some
solutions can be the best) and confrontational classroom environment.*
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2 Research method

Based on this consideration, the research aim is to investigate the role of
a debate in the development of critical thinking in university education.
We assume the research question (RQ): Does using debate have any
effect on critical thinking level? Null hypothesis (H ): The use of debate
has no effect on development of critical thinking level. This study used
a quasi-experimental research?® and involved two classes of students
grouped into experimental group and control group.

2.1 Participants

The research sample consisted of university students of Marketing
Communication at the Department of Media Studies (n=45) at the Faculty
of Arts at the University of Constantine the Philosopher in Nitra, Slovakia.
Data collection took place on 28th March 2017. The participants were
students, who were studying on the first and second year of university
with an age range of 19-23 years. First group took place in seminar
Psychology for a masmedia studies (1th graders - control group) and
second one in Selective seminar (2nd graders - experimental group).
Thought gender was not at issue, both groups was included (38 females
and 7 males).

2.2 Materials

The debate manipulations took the form of implementation of debate in
Selective seminar. The syllabus of course was constructed of introduction
at the first time of course and role-plays debates for a rest of meetings.
Introduction instructions contained the explanation of critical thinking
and its phases of process. A next meeting contains role-play debates on
various topics. Students were informed about topic week ahead, in order
to prepare their written reflection about topic. Topics were for example
The use of advertising and marketing communications and children
consumption; Autonomic cars, internet of thinks and digital technology or
Concessionary fees and so on. Students were randomly chosen into the role
of defendant and advocate. The role-play debates lessons were divided

34 GAVORA, P. et al.: Elektronickd ucebnica pedagogického vyskumu. [online].
[2017-04-12]. Available at: <http://www.e-metodologia.fedu.uniba.sk/
index.php/slovnik/slova.php>.
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into this sections: organisation of lesson (10 minutes), comparison of
reflection in group of defendants and in group of advocates, preparation
of strategy of debate and selection of speakers (20 minutes), discussion
between defendants and advocates (25 minutes), consultation in groups
of defendants and in group of advocates (15 minutes), final discussion
between defendants and advocates (15 minutes) and evaluation of
discussion, random choose of roles and presentation of new topic
(5 minutes). Students could work only with authorized sources
(professional and scientific journals). There were one instruction lecture
and four role-play debates before post-test.

2.3 Instruments

It is recommended to use multiple test measures, including quantitative
and qualitative to assess changes in students’ critical thinking skills.®
A mixed instruments approach was chosen for its value of examining
complex issues involving the human element integrating the strengths of
quantitative and qualitative research and lack of validity of instruments.
Due to this we decided to use three measurement instruments:

1. A tailored version of standardized critical thinking test inspired by
Watson Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal®® consisting of five parts
- inferences, assumptions, deductions, interpreting information
and arguments (18 items). An Original version consists of five parts
with 85 items. Participant should answer as many questions as
possible within 40 minutes. Due to time frustration in the original
test, we set 18 items (5; 4; 3; 3; 3 items in the parts) for 8,5 minutes.
The reason for test adaptation was time saving of completing the
mixed measurement of critical thinking.

2. A test of controversy. The aim of author’s test was detection of skills
consisted of awareness of contradiction in accordance with skill
definition of critical thinking.?” Students had to write their agreed
and disagreeable statements on selected topics. For example, the
possible answers for topic Employers should allow to all employees

35 BEHAR-HORENSTEIN, L. S, NIU, L.: Teaching Critical Thinking Skills
In Higher Education: A Review Of The Literature. In Journal of College
Teaching & Learning, 2011, Vol. 8, No. 2, p. 25. [online]. [2017-04-12].
Available at: <https://Ink.sk/xQ02>.

36 Assessment Day. [online]. [2017-04-23]. Available at: <https://Ink.sk/EIJP>.

37 BENESH, S.: Critical Thinking: A Learning Process for Democracy. In TESOL
Quarterly, 1993, Vol. 27, No. 3, p. 545.
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the possibility of flexible working hour could be Yes. More flexibility
improves employees work and private balance, and therefore their
productivity; Yes. Valuation of employees increases their productivity
and decreases their fluctuation; or Not. Flexible working time leads
to work fewer hours, which reduces the amount of time spent in the
workplace. This makes the career process more difficult. Test was
inspired by exercises of Slovak debate association,*® consisted
with 5 topics and 15 minutes time frustration. In evaluation phase
we should considered especially in appearance of bipolarity
statements, amount of arguments and amount of strong and weak
arguments. This test assumes, as Facione pointed out, that critical
thinking is the same as creative thinking, or it is part of the other.*

3. A self-evaluation. Last instrument was possibility of respondent
to evaluate their level of critical thinking. They should evaluate
themselves by grades as in school according to pattern of Kruger
and Dunning.*

2.4 Procedure

All measurement instruments were administered with 45 participants
through computer aided web querying (Google Forms). They were
divided into two relatively equal-sized groups. The experimental group
consisted of 24 students; 3 males and 18 females and the control group
consisted of 21 students; 4 males and 20 females. Both groups received
instruction about 3 measurement instruments and time frustration (total
25 minutes). However, the experimental group received instruction on
critical thinking and exercised through debate as we described above.
A t-test was run to compare the performance of the experimental group
with that of the control group on the standardized critical thinking test
and test of controversy.

38 Slovenskd debatnd asocidcia. [online]. [2017-04-23]. Available at: <http://
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39 FACIONE, P. A.: Critical Thinking: What It Is and Why It counts. In Insight
Assessment, 2017, Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 1. [online]. [2017-04-10]. Available at:
<https://Ink.sk/mT48>.

40 KRUGER, J., DUNNING, D.: Unskilled and Unaware of It: How Difficulties in
Recognizing One’s Own Incpompetence Lead to Inflated Self-Assessments.
In Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 1999, Vol. 77, No. 6, p. 1124.
[online]. [2017-04-23]. Available at: <https://Ink.sk/rtL8>.
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2.5 Analysis and results

The descriptive statistics for the data collected from the tailored version
of standardized critical thinking test shows, that there is a difference
of 0,84 point between experimental and control group in favour of
experimental group with critical thinking manipulation.

Table 1: Descriptive statistics of the standardized critical thinking test

N Mean Std. Deviation
Control group 21 9,29 2,194
Experimental group 24 10,13 2,525
Total 45 9,73 2,387

Source: own processing

The critical thinking score of standardized test was slightly higher
at experimental group with critical thinking drill (X=10,13) than
control group (X=9,29). However, the difference did not support the
hypothesis that debate has effect on critical thinking level since the
obtained value of a t(44)= -1,182, p > 0,05. The descriptive statistics
for the data collected from a test of controversy shows, that there is a
difference between experimental and control group in each followed
category - bipolarity of statements, amount of arguments, amount of
strong arguments and weak arguments. Even in this test, performance
was slightly higher in favour of experimental group, but the difference
did not support the hypothesis that debate has an effect on critical
thinking level since the obtained values showed in table 3.

Table 2: Descriptive statistics of the test of controversy

N Mean Std. Std. Error

Deviation Mean
. . Control group 21 1,10 1,758 ,384
bipolarity statements Experimental group 24 1,75 1,962 ,400
amount of arguments Control group 21 6,00 4,416 ,964
Experimental group 24 7,75 4,830 ,986
strong arguments Control group 21 4,05 3,324 ,725
Experimental group 24 5,71 3,747 ,765
weak arguments Control group 21 1,95 1,564 ,341
Experimental group 24 2,04 1,967 ,401

Source: own processing
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Table 3: Independent samples test of the test of controversy

t-test for Equality of Means
t df Sig. Mean | Std. 95%
(2-tailed) | Diffe- | Error | Confidence
rence | Diffe- |Interval of the
rence Difference
Lower | Upper
. . Control group | -1,172| 43,000 ,248|  -,655 ,559| -1,781| ,472
bipolarity Experimental
statements oroup -1,181| 42,969 ,244 -,655 ,555| -1,773| ,464
Control group | -1,262| 43,000 ,214| -1,750( 1,387| -4,547| 1,047
amount of Experimental
arguments gr(?up -1,269| 42,905 ,211| -1,750| 1,379| -4,530| 1,030
Control group | -1,563| 43,000 ,125[ -1,661| 1,063| -3,804| ,482
strong Experimental
arguments sroup -1,575| 42,988 ,122| -1,661| 1,054| -3,787| ,465
weak Control group | -,167| 43,000 ,868| -,089 ,535| -1,168] ,990
arguments Z‘(‘:ﬁ;‘mental -169| 42,646 866 -089| 527 -1,152| ,974

Source: own processing

Last evaluation concerns the self-evaluation of critical thinking abilities.
As results in table 4 shows, the experimental group overestimated and
also underestimate more often than control group. Nevertheless, the
difference did not support the hypothesis that critical thinking drill
has an effect on level of estimate in self-evaluation since the obtained
value of a t(44)=-0,583, p > 0,05.

Table 4: Descriptive statistics of the self-evaluation

self-evaluation
underestimate estimate overestimate
Control group 4,8% 90,5% 4,8%
Experimental group 12,5% 66,7% 20,8%
Total 8,9% 77,8% 13,3%

Source: own processing

3 Discussion

Our results show that a use of debate has no effect on development
of critical thinking level. There is little possible explanation. Most
likely, particular way of integration of debate into learning process has
no effect on development of critical thinking. The experimental group
received instruction on critical thinking and exercised through debate
as we described before. Students knew, that they were practising
critical thinking, because the main goal of course was increasing its
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level. In accordance with findings Morante and Ulesky it is necessary
to integrate critical thinking* and in accordance of our findings we
cannot learn critical thinking in an isolation of other knowledge. Also an
awareness of students about aim of course could cause, that their self-
esteem increase and decrease in the same time according to pattern of
Kruger’s and Dunning’s experiment.*> Even the modification of format
of debate could cause no effect on development as mentioned Colbert
before.”* The lecturer needs to be considered too.

Second explanation can be expressed by: use of debate has no direct
effect on development of critical thinking. The impacts of critical thinking
and debate were already noticed as we shown in the picture 1. Since
critical thinking process “results in interpretation, analysis, evaluation,
and inference, as well as explanation of the evidential, conceptual,
methodological, criteriological, or contextual considerations”,** we should
considerate that debate has many impacts on critical thinking. According
to Scott* and Behar-Horenstein and Niu,*® the enthusiasm of students to
the study issue is present while students are debating. Similar evaluations
in form of written positive feedbacks from students was present also in
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our manipulation. An enthusiasm can be an indirect reason for better
critical thinking performance and can leads to better knowledge. People
are no able to interpret, analyse, evaluate and even conclude without
sufficient knowledge, because critical thinking requires individuals
to apply, what they know about the subject matter*” and it relates also
with creative thinking.*®* According our findings in descriptive statistics
of the self-evaluation, students with critical thinking manipulations
simultaneously overestimate and underestimate their capabilities. It
seems, that using debate supports Kruger and Dunning effect.*® Better
critical thinkers were less confident in way of Percy Bysshe Shelley
quote: “The more we study the more we discover our ignorance”>® On the
other side, worse critical thinkers were confident, about themselves that,
they are better critical thinkers. Duet to it is necessary to find place for
rationalisation®! and also other impacts of critical thinking.
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Picture 2: The model of supposed debate impacts on critical thinking
Source: own adaptation based on multiple sources
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Thirdly, particular way of using the research design cannot detect effect
on development of critical thinking. Several problems accompanying
the chosen research method and need to be considered. Mainly study
used a quasi-experimental research with experimental and control
group, but pre-test and post-test were missing. In accordance with
Behar-Horenstein and Niu findings, the pre-experimental design reveals
statistically significant results at the post-test more frequently than
the quasi and true experimental designs as in our case.’? Another issue
is connected with duration of treatment (5 weeks). It is clear; that the
longer the treatment, the greater the likelihood of statistically significant
changes in students’ critical thinking.>®* The most vulnerable limit of
research design concerns about convenience participants - comparison
of university students of 1th grade and 2nd grade, sample size and one
university structure. Also a standardized critical thinking test inspired by
Watson Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal®* was shortened and translated
to Slovak language, what could disrupt internal validity and reliability of
the test and the use of new test of controversy can be associated with
low level of reliability. Finally, students could be disrupted by computer
aided web querying. Fourthly, we should admit that the use of debate
has no effect on development of critical thinking level, because it forces
to accept position in debate in some kind of agreement or disagreement
and creates competitive environment, which leads into validation of
opinions.>® And finally, most unlikely explanation could be that, there is
nothing like critical thinking. The process definitions of critical thinking
does not explain, what is the difference between higher-order thinking
cognitive skills and critical thinking.*® This is what connects critical
thinking with the endless psychology discussion around genetics and
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environments.”” If critical thinking comes from genetics, we are not
absolutely capable of its full development.

Conclusion

Even thought, that our results showed that a use of debate has no effect
on development of critical thinking level, we have some interesting
implication for overestimation and underestimation of students
using debate in education process. Due to this implication, we do not
recommend isolated teaching of critical thinking. Main implications are
focused on future critical thinking research - validation of integration
vs. isolation of critical thinking development into education process,
place of lack of knowledge and critical thinking (older vs. younger
respondents), place of creative thinking (score comparison of creativity
tests vs. critical thinking tests), place of higher-order cognitive thinking
(score comparison of intelligence tests and critical thinking tests), role
of rationalisation during critical thinking process, difference between
consumer thinking and critical thinking and finally, validation of critical
thinking test.
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BEGINNING OF THE DIGITAL GAMES MARKET
IN SLOVAKIA: INFLUENCES, FIRST SUBJECTS
AND HERITAGES OF SOCIALISM

Silvester Bucek

ABSTRACT:

The paper based on author‘s master thesis “Capitalism: The Trial Version”, which
focused on the creation of digital games market in Slovakia. In presented text,
the focus is on the influences, first subjects, so called “heritages of socialism”, and
their overcoming. Firstly author discuss the method of deconstructive approach
to the history. Than he talks about influences, which could be external/internal
or historical/contemporary. Next chapter identifies three heritages of socialism:
game clubs, black market and lack of information. Lastly the text introduces the
first market actors and show how they overcome the heritages.

KEY WORDS:
black market, digital games markets, heritages of socialism, game clubs, Slovakia,
transition economies

Introduction

This paper aims to map the basic problems for the commercial subjects
in the newly found market!' of videogames, in Slovakia, after the 1989
revolution, and the way they were overcome. The era of transformation
from socialist economy to capitalist was not smooth and the games
market had some specific issues to deal with. In this time, 3 major factors
influenced the appearance of this market:
1) change in the social, the economical and the political arrangement
of the country after the Velvet revolution,?
2) the worldwide fast advance of the information technologies,
3) and of course the rise of videogames markets around the globe,
where situation become much better after the Atari crisis.?

1 Ifound it more accurate, to use the term market, instead of industry, as
the term game industry resembles something larger, with many actors,
contrary to market, which refers to the process of Exchange (remark by the
author).

2 The revolution to overthrow the rule of one party (remark by the author).

3 Second and third factors are closely conected so in this paper I will deal
with them in one chapter (remark by the author).
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All this factors led to events that changed the perception of digital games
(and theirs players) in our region from a hobby, closely connected to
the computer discourse, to a medium “for the whole family”. This paper
focuses on a specific part of my master thesis research, which had a
historic and qualitative character. The outcomes can bring insight in the
topic of transformation/creation of this characteristic media market.
After short introduction to the selected research methods I sum the
influences on the newly formed market of digital games. Than I name the
3 identified problems, that subjects on this market had to face. Finally I
will look at the changes, that led to overcoming of these heritages.

1 The approach

As Munslow argues, the history research can not be scientific in the most
usual perception of science.* It is not common to see deductive method,
or testing of an hypothesis in this kind of research. The text itself rises
somewhere between the facts, historian, and the reader. To make the
text readable, it is necessary, to give it a narrative form, which is than
the “vehicle of our news.”” The deconstructive approach goes with the
argument, that “to say what happened (...) and explain why (...) means doing
one and the same thing.” Or simply, as pointed out by Glaser and Strass,
the theory is hidden in the datas.” When searching for the characteristic
of the structure and dynamics of the media, it is necessary, to do not only
political or socio-cultural analysis, but also economical.® On the other
hand, the size of the market and it’s characteristic setting make it much
more interesting, to study the era from the socio-cultural perspective.
We have to keep in mind the fact, that there are people behind everything
that we study, and that digital games market in Slovakia in the era of
transition involved only limited number of them (when considering
the “active” participants; dealers, businessmen, developers etc.), and

4 MUNSLOW, A.: Deconstructing History. 2" Edition. New York, NY :
Routledge, 2006, p. 5.

5 MUNSLOW, A.: Deconstructing History. 2™ Edition. New York, NY :
Routledge, 2006, p. 12.

6  MUNSLOW, A.: Deconstructing History. 2™ Edition. New York, NY :
Routledge, 2006, p. 13.

7  SILVERMAN, D.: Ako robit’ kvalitativny vyskum: Praktickd prirucka.
Bratislava : Ikar, 2005, p. 74.

8 MCcQUAIL, D.: Uvod do teorie masové komunikace. Praha : Portal, 2009,
p. 181.
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therefore the methodology of the research is a combination of written
and oral history.

Firstly I had read through the video games magazines of the era and
secondly [ did three interviews with the active participants of the market.
This gave me chance to compare their experience, with the experiences
and approaches of the game journalists. The magazines also brought
some information, that can be thought as data (charts, offered games,
etc.), but the main focus was on letter sections, editorials, and comments.
Of course, there could be more informations found in the previews,
reviews and other texts about individual games in the magazines, but the
mentioned sections are the logical primary source, since they are usually
connected to the wider context.

2 What, who, and where

Unfortunately the only existing and relevant informations about this
market comes from old media (mostly gaming magazines) and from
three interviews I held with the people somehow participating at the
videogames market. Commonly we can say, that the beginning of all Slovak
and Czech’ game magazines until 1998'° was on semiprofesional base.
Most of them did not survive the dynamics caused by the transformation,
and also internal publishers or redaction problems. Mostly the first part
of the decade was in the sign of appearing and disappearing of many
periodicals about games and computers, later the situation got more
stable. The magazines I went through goes as follows (some had been
changing their periodicity, but most common is monthly issuing):

9 Itisimpossible, to talk about slovak game culture without considering the
strong Czech influence. Our languages are so similar, that we don’t need
translations, and our markets of cultural goods are closely connected. The
“stronger player” on these markets is Czechia, due to its better economical
situation, and double the population when compared to Slovakia. One of
the proofs is, that from all the game magazines, that started 2 decades ago
only 2 czech survived until now (remark by the author).

10 In this year, two new magazines appeared, and both of them were
franchises of the foreign magazines. First was GameStar, the German
franchise, and a copy of British Official Playstation Magazine. The fact,
that this brands came to Czechia. and Slovakia can be read, as catching up
on the “eastern” market. That is also the year, which i selected as the final
milestone of my research (remark by the author).
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¢ FIFO (issued since January 1990 until April 1993),
¢ EXCALIBUR (December 1990 until October 2000),
¢ BiT (October 1991 until December 1994),

¢ SCORE (January 1994 until now),

e RIKI (July 1994 until September 1998),

¢ LEVEL (January 1995 until now).!

After ] had most of the informations from the text, | made semistructured
interviews with three men participating on the game market. The
interviews served more as an illustrative tool, since the memories can
get more blurred than text. The first interview was with Richard Pinter,
founder of RIKI magazine and Mayhem Studios, who was also one of the
first sentenced for abusing the intellectual property laws in Slovakia.
He was the only one I did not meet personally, he sent me answers by
mail. The second subject was Miroslav Lakatos, co-founder of the stone
shop Brloh - one of the first “stone” shops with video games in Slovakia,
and the only one, which survived until today, The last respondent was
Richard Chury, director of PlayStation division for Sony Slovakia. This two
interviews were held in person. Since Slovakia is small country, every
interviewed knew the others. Because of that, during the interviews and
theirs analysis, I could not get rid of Munslow’s quote: “There are many
stories spoken about same incidents, about same past”.!? Therefore I
tried to clear the output from the personal conflicts of the participants.

Last thing [ need to specify is where and when did the “object” of research
took place. Slovakia is a former socialist country, before 1993 it was
part of Czechoslovakia. The connections with Czech republic were, and
still are, strong, and this is reflected in many cultural similarities. More
interesting than the place is the era. The beginning of the transition starts
without doubts right after the Velvet revolution, when the major political
change led to quick and unstable socio-economic changes. Some say
this era ends after there is “no need for significant (state) protection”!3
in the economy,'* other argue, that the transition ended when Slovakia

11 Most of the magazines are available in the Czech and Slovak national
libraries, or on web djoldgames.cz (remark by the author).

12 MUNSLOW, A.: Deconstructing History. 2™ Edition. New York, NY :
Routledge, 2006, p. 13.

13 If we accept this quote, we can call games markets transformed from the
very beginning, since they did not have any protection from the state,
probably due on theirs marginality (remark by the author).

14 SVEJNAR, J. et al.: Transition Economies: Performance and Challenges.
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became part of European structures between years 2002 - 2004.%> It
is significant for post-socialist countries the political restrictions were
interchanged for economical ones. Focus of this paper ends somewhere
between year 1998 and 1999, because this were the years of important
changes in our local market (new magazines, see note 4), but mostly of
some “paradigmatical” changes in world game markets (PEGI rating, and
British Academy Film Awards for the segment of video games), I argue,
that this was the year, when the video games definitely “set the course”
for the mass media, and to the broader acceptation - they came out from
the child bedroom and started to wonder what the technology can offer
them. This text is the story about how the slovak video game market
started the path from practically none existence of it, to a regular part of
the creative industry.

3 The influences

The influences on the newly found market in Slovakia had dual character.
They were external and internal. Firstly, it was the dynamic of the
information technologies and games itself around the globe, and secondly
the older relationships and distribution models from the socialist era and
changes springing from the transformation. From the external point we
can see two main tendencies in IT: standardization and multimediation.
The http protocol, the Windows 3.0 and the IBM 80486 processors came
at the year 1991 and they were without doubt revolutions, that moved
the computers much closer to everyone in the society. This was later
approved by Windows 95, the new graphic cards such as 3DFx Voodoo or
GForce 256. Those, combined with the new Sound Blaster from Creative,
made the computers truly multimedial home machines.

Along this goes the rise of Sony Play Station, 100 million sold copies,
was a number that no console have ever before reach even closely. The
important thing, that played a role in the success was the decision to use
a compact discs as the medium. This allowed to use the console also as a
music player, and mostly, it allowed much easier way to copy the games.

In Journal of Economic Perspectives, 2002, Vol. 16, No. 1, p. 26.

15 See: MORVAY, K.: Transformdcia ekonomiky: Skisenosti Slovenska. Bratislava
: Ustav slovenskej a svetovej ekonomiky SAV, 2005, p. 66; SCHMOGNEROVA,
B.: Transformdcia Slovenska po roku 1989. [online]. [2017-04-20]. Available
at: <http://www.noveslovo.sk/c/9928/Transformacia_Slovenska_po_
roku_1989>.
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The CD was one of the most important revolutions, mostly for its” great
capacity; it was not invented at the nineties, but it became much more
popular then. There are many other things that happened, which had to
do something with the game market (motion capture, directX, etc.), but
the CD is most symbolic to my narration. It resembles the change, that
led to change of discourse about games - If they use the medium that
is used by other media and art forms, shouldn’t the games be part of
this multimedia thing? From the economical point of view, we can see
that the digital games market was changing its character to become
more similar to traditional media markets. Even though we can find
lots of small independent companies, the tendency to horizontal and
vertical concentration is apparent (for example the large acquisitions by
Electronic Arts).'® Other events, such as mentioned PEGI rating or first
“serious” game awards were another sign of the approach to traditional
media. Also the consumers had aged, and more female began to play.'”

To understand the situation in the games market in Slovakia in the era
of transition, we need not only to see what happened in the world, but
also to understand the local starting position. The history of videogames
in Czechoslovakia was mapped well by Jaroslav Svelch. His work focused
on the communities and actors of the games market in the last decade
of socialism. The computers in this times become more accessible not
only for universities and industry sector, but also for the public. Due to
a lack of goods from “west” it was common to copy the technologies,
and so lots of platforms were created.’® The users of these computers
were gathering around so called Basic Svazarm organization,' and they
shared not only experiences, but the software itself. Nobody was even
considering the legality or morality of this unauthorized distribution,

16 Bulfrog - (year of acquisition) 1995, Manley & Associates — 1996, Maxis
- 1997, Westwood - 1998, Tiburon — 1998, Kesmai — 1999 a Dreamworks
Interactive - 2000 (remark by the author).

17 DONOVAN, T.: Replay: The History of Video Games. East Sussex : Yellow Ant,
2010, p. 270-273.

18 The most common probably was the ZX spectrum and its Czechoslovak
clone Didactic Gama. This platform was owned by aprox. 50 000 people
(compare with: BACH, M.: Historie Ceskych a Slovenskych her a tymu.

In JIRKOVSKY, J. (ed.): Game Industry 2. Praha : D.A.M.0., 2012, p. 231).

19 Svazarm was kind of a hobby club, where young people were allowed to
develop themselves, under the supervision of the Communist party. The
reality though was a little bit different, and these clubs were often an
islands of freedom, mostly for new features, that almost nobody from older
generation understood (remark by the author).
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on the contrary, some clubs organized “copy parties”?® and the games
database was considered a club treasure. The games were not only from
the abroad, lots of games were created by Czech or Slovak authors, but all
of them were distributed for free. Another important thing to mention,
is how the computer users used the discourse. Svelch points out, that
there was no such thing as a players/gamers identity or discourse.
The playing was considered as a part of the computer world, with no
special connotations. The person playing games was more a “user” than a
“player”?! i. e. there was no specialised games magazine, only magazines
for computers or consoles.

The revolution brought lots of changes in media acting in Czechoslovakia.
There are two strong changes in media markets, that affected the games
as well. Firstly it was the end of censorship. This had some effect on the
home production (i. e. no more political satire samizdats like Indiana
Jones Series from F. Fuka), but did not affect the market that much. And
the biggest change that had come after the revolution, was of course
the opening to foreign markets and internationalisation of the whole
distribution process. The foreign games were common in socialist era
also, but only accessible through unauthorized distribution. That meant,
that in the early nineties the first official distribution channels started to
work.

4 Heritages of socialism

The revolution is usually a quick event, but the social, cultural and
economic relations are changing slower. As mentioned above, the
transformation era in Slovakia ends somewhere around the end of
century. And even though the games (contrary to other media) did not
have any pre-socialist tradition,they faced some challenges springing
from the socialist society. I call these the heritages of socialism.

1. Existence of the computer or computer games clubs. The computer
clubs were a characteristic thing for Czechoslovak socialism, and it is

20 FUKA, F:: 30 let osobnich poéitacii v Ceskoslovensku (3/4): Pocitacde Sinclair
a pocdtky pocitacovych her. [online]. [2017-04-20]. Available at: <https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiU4k TpmUo>.

21 For more information, see: SVELCH, J.: Osmibitové ,poblouznéni“: Pocdtky
kultury poéitacovych her v Ceskoslovensku. [Dissertation Thesis]. Prague :
Charles University, 2013.
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obvious, that the social relations they made, could not vaporize during
the revolution days. One of the “services” the clubs provided was
software sharing. For people it was practically the only way how to get a
game. Shortly after 1989 also two new types of clubs raised. First ones
were post clubs, used only for purpose of distribution, and sometimes
informing.> The third type of clubs were clubs connected to the
magazines. Their services were more community oriented. For example
in year 1991, the club by EXCALIBUR magazine organized a group trip to
Germany to buy games or cheaper hardware than in Czechoslovakia (the
magazine claimed, that it was about 25% cheaper there).??

2. Little informations in the whole potential distribution chain. The
factofthe closed borders had an great impact on the knowledge about the
video games. Even though, the games did get to the country, the greater
context surrounding them did not. The people did not know, what games
to expect, what are the trends, how does the market work and so on. This
legacy was well overcome thanks to the magazines that started to rise
quickly after the revolution.?* The only topic, the magazines at the first
years failed to rise the awareness of, was the last heritage of socialism.

3. Unauthorised distribution, or concept of intellectual property.
Svelch argues, that the amount of unauthorised distribution had a great
effect on the fact, that the PC was much more prefered platform than
consoles.?” From the sociological point of view there was one more
interesting ting. The unauthorised distribution and all controversies it
raised will be discussed in the next chapter.

5 First commercial subjects on the market

There is null chance, that we will be ever able to tell exactly who and
when sold the first digital game in Czechoslovakia, but according to

22 In most cases the author of the referenced text is unknown, so the
reference is only to the magazine name, number/year and page, for clear
reading (see: FIFO, 6/92, p. 16).

23 EXCALIBUR, 3/91, p. 29.

24 TItis important to point out, that the magazines were many times closely
related to small distribution companies (remark by the author).

25 SVELCH, J.: Osmibitové ,poblouznéni: Po&dtky kultury pocitacovych her
v Ceskoslovensku. [Dissertation Thesis]. Prague : Charles University, 2013,
p.175-176.
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Svelch, it occasionally happened even before 1989.26 Until the mid
1990 there was no official distributor of game software.The institutions
supplying players with games were mostly the former youth clubs,
post clubs or clubs by the gaming magazines.They served as exchange
hubs, and in some cases gave the consumers the chance to get to some
foreign games.?”” In summer 1990 the Czechoslovak parliament changed
the copyright law. Most important novelty in the law was inclusion of
computer programs. This event was reflected by the magazine Fifo in
the editorial, but the same article also states: “we would not find one
reader of Fifo, which would not own illegally copied program.”?® This
issue illustrates the conflict between ethics or legality and reality (or
also magazines interests).?’ On one hand the magazine informs about the
illegality of unauthorized distribution, on other hand we can find there
at least 15 private ads for “exchanging” games. And to all that, they also
advertised first games they licenced.*°

Soon after the changes in law, first real game distributing companies
appeared in the region. First company that focused only on game
distribution was Ultrasoft. This company had more than 35 titles in the
portfolio by the end of 19933! and after this year it started to distribute
also games from British companies Ocean, Damark and Gremlin.??
Between 1994 and 1996 the first “stone” shops appeared (Lubox store,
Brloh, Bontonland in Bratislava, Golden Bit in Zilina or Kontiki in KoSice),
and so we can speak about established digital games market. With the
mid nineties more changes came. The older 8 bit and 16 bit platforms
become outdated, and also Sony with PlayStation entered the market.

26 SVELCH, J.: Osmibitové ,poblouznéni: Po&dtky kultury pocitacovych her
v Ceskoslovensku. [Dissertation Thesis]. Prague : Charles University, 2013,
p.162.

27 In example the club created by magazine Excalibur organized an excursion
to trade show in Germany (see: EXCALIBUR, 3/91, p. 29).

28 FIFO, 5/90,p. 2.

29 No doubt they realized, that if they push too hard, they would lose readers.
Another important thing to remember is, that the magazines had strong
community character, so most probably the redactors were not “without
guilt” (remark by the author).

30 Probably the first games licenced in the country, with price 79 czk (remark
by the author).

31 Sinclair Info Seek. [online]. [2017-04-20]. Available at:
<http://www.worldofspectrum.org/infoseekpub.cgi?regexp="Ultrasoft+%
5b2%5d$>.

32 BIT,3/39,p.5.
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As Chury said in the interview, the console “was not sold as toy, but it
belongs to the livingroom to be played by whole family. This also meant,
that the console was sold not only in gaming specialised shops, but also
in home electronic retailers such as NAY Electrohouse.?® After the year
1996 we can see some stabilisation in the market. Also the rhetoric
about piracy in magazines changed a lot. From a lax approach of verbal
criticism but factual support, the rhetoric shifted to being much more
critical to the unauthorised distribution.* This was caused mostly by the
theoretical accessibility of games. But in practice it was still not so easy
to get an original game, due to the high prices.

6 Conclusion - overcoming the heritages of socialism

The transformation era brought many questions about all parts of the
society, primary about the way new economy should work. Most of the
industries, bussines models, or even specific companies had some pre-
socialist tradition, and because of that, even though the capitalist world
changed a lot, it was arguable easier for them to “catch the train”, than
for digital games, because the discourse about this new medium was
founded in the different socio-economic situation. This predisposition let
to at least three identifiable heretages of socialism: Computer clubs, lack
of information and unauthorised disribution. But due to many external
and internal factors, the situation changes and in upcoming years digital
games market become more profesionalized, witch came hand in hand
with the change in rethoric suronding the games.
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SLOVAKIA ON HALLIN AND MANCINI MAP:
TERMINOLOGY OF MEDIA SYSTEMS THEORY

Peter Hanak

ABSTRACT:

Scholars around the globe argue on the theory of Comparing Media Systems
by Hallin and Mancini (2004) for about a decade. Many of them tried to place
Central and Eastern Europe on the map of their three models of media and
politics. The results of these inquiries differ a lot. This article is an attempt to
confront Slovakia with these models. This study argues about validity of the
model in digital future of the media. One of the most significant factors, dividing
media systems according to Hallin and Mancini, is a strong tradition of the press.
What does this mean in terminology of digital era? Is it only newspapers on
paper, or is it just a general literacy or does it include online readers? Another
problem is the pluralism and political paralelism in the age of dewesterniztion
and oligarchization of the media. Questionaire asked relevant Slovak journalists
about their opinion of journalism professionalization and the results show low
level of the professionalization, described on several factors. The study shows that
Slovakia, as well as other CEE countries, might be shifting to southern polarized
pluralist model, in which media are used by the powerful as their instruments.

KEY WORDS:
de-westernization,  journalism  professionalization, = media  systems,
oligarchization, Slovakia

1 Introduction

Daniel C. Hallin and Paolo Mancinil defined 4 main criteria for
classification of media systems: (1) development of media markets
with emphasis on the development of the press and its circulation;
(2) political paralelism (relationship between media and political
parties); (3) professionalization of journalism and (4) level of state
interventions into the media system. According to these criteria, they
divided European media systems into 3 groups - liberal North-Atlantic,

1 Hallin and Mancini published their original books in 2004, this article
is working with a translation. For more information, see: HALLIN, D. C,,
MANCINI, P.: Systémy médii v postmodernim svéteé. Tri modely médii a
politiky. Praha : Portal, 2008.
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democratic-corporatist North-Central European and polarized-pluralist
Mediterranean.

Boe

Hallin and Mancini (2004)
Models

B Mediterranean Polarized
Pluralist Model
North Aflanfic Liberal Model

Il North-Central European
Democratic Corporatist Model

Created with mapchartnet ©

Chart 1: Map of Media Systems in Europe cccording to Hallin, Mancini
(2008)

Source: HALLIN, D. C, MANCINI, P: Systémy médii v postmodernim svété. Tri modely
médii a politiky. Praha : Portdl, 2008.

This theory caused discussions in comparative media studies - many
authors tried to place their countries on the map. Placing Central and
Eastern Europe (CEE) on this map was very difficult task with a lot of
differentiated conclusions - some academics claim that CEE is similar
to Mediteranean system? (especially compared to Italy and described
as Italianization or Berlusconization, or compared to Gaulist France,?

2 For more information, see: DOBEK-OSTROWSKA, B., GLOWACKI, M.:
Comparing Media Systems in Central Europe. Between Commercialization
and Politicization. Wroclaw : Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wroclawskiego,
2008.

3 SKOLKAY, A.: Research on Mass Media in Central/Eastern Europe and
Southern Europe in Comparative Analysis. In DOBEK-OSTROWSKA, B,,
GLOWACKI, M.: Comparing Media Systems in Central Europe. Between
Commercialization and Politicization. Wroclaw : Wydawnictwo
Uniwersytetu Wroclawskiego, 2008, p. 34-38.
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or described as Iberianization and compared to Spain and Portugal),*
some wrote that CEE countries have their own system or, inspired by
more sources, formed a hybrid system, some even say CEE is closer to
Asian models or other new democracies in Latin America.® This paper is
applying several Hallin and Mancini criteria on Slovakia. Theoretical part
is arguing on validity of some of the criteria in digital age - in particular
the validity of terminology used to judge media systems. A paper of this
kind is not only important to describe what our current media system is,
or how it is changing over time, but also to make us aware about what
model and area of Europe to set sights in planning the future development
of the media system.®

2 Theory

There are several reflections on Hallin and Mancini theory applied
on CEE. This part of Europe was compared to almost every continent
- mostly the new democracies, from Latin America to North Africa
or Asia. This article relies theoretically mainly on one of the newest
studies from the University of Oxford and London School of Economics
and Political Science, which was published as a result of a long-term
research project of many scholars, including those from CEE, as a result
of Media and Democracy in Central and Eastern Europe project.” In a
research part of this artcile, the main focus is going to be on application
of professionalization of journalism and political paralelism on Slovak
media, in context of recent changes and emerging problems. Role of
state is only briefly mentioned, because it would require more space and
it is a subject of authors further research in a grant project on media
regulation. Press market as a criterion is disputed, therefore applied only
to a limited extent.

4  PEREIRA,]. S.: Variety of Media Systems in Third-Wave Democracies. In
ZIELONKA, ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 2015, p. 231-245.

5 KRECEK, J.: Politickd komunikace. Od Res Publica po Public Relations. Praha :
Grada, 2013, p. 66-72.

6 JAKUBOWITZ, K., SUKOSD, M.: Finding the right place on the map. Central
and European Media Change In a Global Perspective. Bristol : Intellect, 2008,
p. 28.

7  See: ZIELONKA, |. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford :
Oxford University Press, 2015.
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Hypothesis of authors broader research is that a country, at least a one
in transition, can move on the Hallin and Mancini map - once moving
towards one model by certain events, once moving towards other model
by other events. The media system is changeable - in one decade it
can represent polarized pluralist system quite accurately, and in other
decade it can copy liberal or democratic-corporatist model and therefore
get more distant from the polarized one. This view stands on a base of
dialectical thinking about the struggle for power, established by the
Frankfurt School, which enables us to avoid conspiracy-theory thinking,
in which powerful groups controling media use them to dominate
society.® While oligarchs connected to political parties are powerful
groups controlling media indeed, dialectical thinking allows us to see
antagonisms, anxieties and competitions® that their ownership of media
is causing. Basically the shift in power can have contra-action or contra-
movement, which is taking Slovak media to a different direction. This
means that different actors in Slovak media market (journalists and their
audiences, for example) are not powerless - to the contrary, they can
actively fight for the system that suits them the best and by their actions
they can influence the direction of the Slovak media market development.

Good example of this happening in Slovakia is 1990s, during
transformation to democracy. Media and state tried to copy Austrian
(democratic-corporatist) model in some areas (for example public service
media) and journalists and media owners tried to impose the liberal
model in another areas (watchdog journalism as a role model, market
economy-oriented commercial media). But in a short period of time,
political parties took media in different direction - towards polarized
pluralism typical for Mediterraneans - partisan newspapers (,,Slovenska
Republika“ and other newspapers close to prime minister Meciar and his
party), public service media captured by governing party, other media
fighting against the authoritarian government. This changed again in
after election in 1998, when polarizing politician Vladimir Meciar no
longer held the power. Pro-Meciar media vanished almost completely,

8 CARAH, N, LOUW, E.: Media and Society. Production, Content and
Participation. London, Thousand Oaks, Singapore, New Dehli : SAGE
Publication, 2015, p. 48.

9 CARAH, N, LOUW, E.: Media and Society. Production, Content and
Participation. London, Thousand Oaks, Singapore, New Dehli : SAGE
Publication, 2015, p. 48.
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even public-service media underwent some reforms (more or less
successfull).!’ The press market was dominated by Western owners.

However, after the financial crisis that begun in 2008, another shift is
apparent. It has been already described in other CEE countries as well
- dewesternization and oligarchization of the media.!* Does this mean
what is implied in some theories (on business paralelism in media or
party colonization of the state and media or ,media owner-political
figure parallelism®), that oligarchs owning media (with other than profit
from media interests) with political connections are taking countries like
Slovakia closer to polarized pluralism, where political parties and media
are interconnected?'?,'3,'4 15 Can this be described as Berlusconization od
media, and does it even have implications for the whole media system?
Or are there real (or potential) contra-moves that would keep the media
system far from PIGS' countries? One of the immediate contra-actions
was foundation of Dennik N, an independent daily, created by groupf of
journalists from SME daily, who left after the newspaper was partially
bought by oligarchs. This article is an attempt to outline more of the
possible contra-actions. When trying to apply Hallin and Mancini criteria
on Slovakia, one substantial theoretical and terminological problem
occured - validity of the press developmentas a criterion of media system.
Circulation of newspapers is declining all over the Western civilization.

10 This refers to reform of public service television by director Richard
Rybnicek and his cleansing of staff who participated in the pro-Meciar
broadcasting; and also to era of Miloslava Zemkova, director of the public
service radio, who regained its public trust (remark by the author).

11 STETKA, V.: Media Ownership and Commercial Pressures. Pillar 1 Final
Report. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2013, p. 28.

12 KRECEK, J.: Politickd komunikace. Od Res Publica po Public Relations. Praha :
Grada, 2013, p. 70.

13 STETKA, V:: The Rise of Oligarchs as Media Owners. In ZIELONKA, J. (ed.):
Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University Press,
2015, p. 85-96.

14 BAJOMI-LAZAR, P: Political Actors and the Colonization of the Media. In
ZIELONKA, ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 2015, p. 75.

15 STROUD, N. J.: Media Fragmentation and its Consequences for Democracy.
In ZIELONKA, J. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford :
Oxford University Press, 2015, p. 172-177.

16 Portugal, Italy, Greece and Spain - typical representants of the polarized
pluralist model by Hallin and Mancini. The term PIGS was often used
during financial crisis after 2008, regarding to their alleged financial
irresponsibility (remark by the author).
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In some countries more rapidly than in others, for example in Nordic
countries (in Hallin and Mancini theroy typical for strong position of
daily newspapers) the fall is not as massive as in Southern countries with
elitarian model of the press. But is ,the press* still appliable criterion?
We cannot say that the readers vanished or that they stopped recieving
news (or media content in general) in written form. They are just reading
online. How do we take this into account when we are trying to define a
media system according the Hallin and Mancini theory?

Hallin and Mancini themselves are explaining that this is not just a
quantitative measure - it is also about the role of newspaper in the
society and political communication - which can be judged as horizontal
in South (newspapers for elites, who communicate with each other
through them) and vertical in Northern Europe and North America
(communication between elites and citizens) - which means newspapers
in South are often supported (even financially) by political parties, while
in the North they are payed by the strong readership.!” This means it
can have deep roots in history and culture - for example historical
development of literacy, or dominance of either visual or written culture.
Hallin and Mancini classified the media systems also on ratios between
TV and newspaper news recipients or equality of gender readership -
all of these criteria only include printed newspapers, not online news
consumers (or online TV audience). Since online readership cannot be
automatically transformed into circulation, we suggest there has to be
a new criterion invented in terminology of media system theory. It has
to be a criterion that would reflect the difference between visual and
written cultures and it has to include audience consuming media online
and through social media. How specifically such criterion would be
constructed, is an open question left for a further research.

3 Slovakia on the Map of Media Systems

In this chapter, some of the Hallin and Mancini criteria are applied to
Slovakia and its media system. For a number of them, there is no hard
data, or the data are old (2010 the most recent on demograhpy of Slovak
journalists for example, which can hardly be satisfactory for description
of the situation in 2017). There had been an attempt to apply some of the
criteria to Slovakia - but based on data from 2005 or 2006, but almost

17 HALLIN, D. C,, MANCINI, P.: Systémy médii v postmodernim svété. Tii modely
médif a politiky. Praha : Portal, 2008, p. 50-51.
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all of them changed significantly since.'® The non-easiness of the press
circulation applicability is demonstrated and current situation on the
market is described. Professionalization of journalism is discussed and
tested by a questionaire (on small number of relevant participants).
The questionaire is not used as a scientific evidence, but can indicate
some trends or at least opinions of journalists (self-perception and
views of people who know the media system from inside). Some new
trends, common also in CEE are described (using so far unpublished
numbers). Several criteria of the role of the state are applied as well.
Political Paralelism and Professionalization of Journalists are closely
interconnnected, and part of the questionaire examines percieved
political influence on journalists - that is why they are in the same sub-
chapter.

3.1 Political Paralelism and Professionalization of Journalists

Political Paraleslim as defined in Hallin and Mancini theory can be
described in a simplified way as a relationship (connections) between
media and political parties. Connections can be organizational and
personal, ideological, in self-identification of journalists with political
parties or ideologies - and they can be formal or informal'® and as
mentioned previously, this can happen also through business interests
of media owners. Despite it is not a tradition in CEE to have the media
openly connected with political parties, in recent years, after many
Western media companies (traditional publishing houses) left these
markets, the trend of oligarchization was observed. Media houses in
several CEE countries were sold to local tycoons, rich businessman
or companies, whose main interest is not to make money from media
- to the contrary, they can afford financing for example newspaper
creating annual loss. They are owners of big companies in other sectors,
often those dependent on state regulations or state financing such as

18 ONDRASIK, B.: Media Ownership, Regulation, Concentration and
Competition in the Slovak Republic. In DOBEK-OSTROWSKA, B., GLOWACK]I,
M.: Comparing Media Systems in Central Europe. Between Commercialization
and Politicization. Wroclaw : Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Wroclawskiego,
2008, p. 210-225.

19 SMILOVA, R., SMILOV, D.: Informal Politics and Formal Media. In ZIELONKA,
J. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University
Press, 2015, p. 197-210.
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healthcare, energy, banking, real estate, transportation, agriculture.?
These new media owners across the region are often connected to
politicians, sometimes the ties are informal, but important becasue these
owners have their own political interests (since government has strong
influence on many of these sectors). Some of them, like Andrej Babis in
Czech Republic, is an owner?! of several media, chairman of the currently
strongest party, deputy prime minister and minister of finance, all in
one person. The danger of this can be instrumentalization of the media
- owners entering the media market becasue they want to use the media
to pursue their business or political interest.

In Slovakia, so called de-westernization and oligarchization took place
as well. Several western media companies left the market and sold
Slovak media outlets to the local owners. In 2010, Pravda daily was sold
from Northcliffe (Daily Mail) to non-transparent company Florena that
did not run media business before, and the transaction was assisted by
J&T - tycoons, with interests in differentiated sectors, who already own
national TV Joj. There were suspicions about more direct connection
with business elite behind governmental self-proclaimed leftist party
Smer-SD, all oficially denied. Pravda changed editors and content, from
centre-right (critical towards Smer-SD), it turned more left. Shortly
after, there was a scandal with leaked phonecall surveillance (resulting
in minister of defense demission), in which deputy chair of Smer-SD
Robert Kalinidk was instructing one of the new editors. According to the
leaked surveilance, Kalinak even called the editor as his ,communication
instrument.“?> Other newspapers were sold too. Hospodarske noviny, the
economicdaily, was first sold from German publishing house Handelsblatt
to Czech tycoon Zdének Bakala and his firm Economia, and then, in 2013,
the newspaper was sold to even more politically involved Andrej Babis.

20 STETKA, V.: The Rise of Oligarchs as Media Owners. In ZIELONKA, J. (ed.):
Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University Press,
2015, p. 85-96.

21 In 2017 he now claims that he does not own the media formally anymore,
becasue a new law forbiding these connections was enacted the Czech
Republic. He is strongly believed to continue owning the same media
informally. In April and May 2017 there was a leak of comunication
between a reporter of MF Dnes (one of the newspapers from Babi$ empire)
and Andrej Babi$ himself, in which they were discussing when to publish
compromising material on a political oponent (remark by the author).

22 GLOVICKO, |.: Kaliridk hovoril redaktore Pravdy, ¢o md robit. Released on
23 November 2011. [online]. [2011-11-23]. Available at <https://domov.
sme.sk/c/6152656/kalinak-hovoril-redaktorke-pravdy-co-ma-robit.html>.
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Despite the fact Babi$ is Czech political figure, he has interests also in
Slovak politics - for example he owned companies together with Slovak
minister of economy Pavol Pavlis, who granted one of his companies a
maximum state subsidy of 58 milion euros in 2014.

The most important change in Slovak media landscape was involvement
of Penta group into media in 2014. Penta has a history of involvement
into corruption case Gorila, which was probably the biggest political
scandal in Slovakia in recent years. Among other sectors, they are
dominating healthcare sector, which make them strongly dependent on
governmental decisons.”® Penta bought Plus7 Publishing house (most
popular weekly Plus7 Dni and tabloid daily Plus1 Deiti), economic weekly
Trend (owning also semi-weekly Profit and several web portals) and
half of Petit Press publishing house from German owners. Petit Press is
a publisher of the influential daily SME (with most poplular news web),
network of regional dailies and weeklies, english news Slovak Spectator
weekly and daily Ujszé in Hungarian language. This caused exodus of
journalists from SME daily and foundation of new independent daily -
Dennik N, with the same team of people. One of Penta leaders, Marek
Dospiva, did not keep his intentions secret and commented on possible
instrumentalization of media, when he reffered to the media ownership
as to a ,nuclear briefcase®, that ,would prevent anyone from attacking
us irrationally.“** This not even hidden intention of instrumentalization
and clear informal connections of media to politics (through owners
who are mutually dependent with politicians) demonstrate that the
ties between media and politics do not have to be formal - so politicla
parties do not have to own or run newpapers directly as it is common
in Mediterranean countries. Informal ties could effectively cause similar
level of dependency between political parties (or oligarchic business
groups connected to them) and media, which could potentially move
Slovakia closer to the southern model of polarized pluralism.

23 For some time, it was a program of Slovak prime minister Robert Fico,
to create only state-controlled health insurance system, which would
affect Penta strongly, since they own the bigger one from only two health
insurance companies on Slovak market, operating with money from
complementary health insurance systém (remark by the author).

24 MIKULKA, M.: Spolumajitel Penty Dospiva: Chceme mediadlni stit proti
iraciondlnim ttokiim. Released on 215 April 2015. [online]. [2015-04-21].
Available at <http://archiv.ihned.cz/c1-63893810-spolumajitel-penty-
dospiva-chceme-medialni-stit-proti-iracionalnim-utokum>.
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Hallin and Mancini also describe the relationship between broadcasting
media specifically and politics, quoting 2 models?® - politics over
broadcasting (Southern countries, the governement or parliament having
control over broadcasting) or politics in broadcasting (other relevant
social groups have influence in democratic-corporatism, or BBC model,
where broadcasting is professionalized and not politicizied). In this
context, it has to be reminded that since 2010, director of public service
Radio and Television Slovakia is not voted by committee representing
social groups, but in parliament by political majority instead. So there
was a clear shift from the civic model used in democratic-corporatist
countries, towards the one used in polarized pluralism. The governing
majority will vote for a new director of RTVS in June 2017. Leaders of
two out of three coalition parties said they want to change the director
- prime minister Robert Fico accused RTVS from broadcasting anti-
governmental news - which implies his interest to intervene and simply
said - make the news more pro-governmental. President of National
Council (parliament) and second strongest governemental party SNS
Andrej Danko went even further. He publicly said that he would abandon
the public service model and establish directly controlled ,state media.”
If any of these visions would be realized, it would be clear shift far away
from independent and apolitical western public service media model.
We can only guess in which direction - towards southern paralelism,
or towards eastern authoritarian models, far away form European
democratic models, towards Russian or Chinese state propaganda
channels? Another criterion used by Hallin and Mancini that is closely
connected to the political paralelism is professionalization of journalists.
They describe this criterion as a combination of more relevant indicators
- autonomy, professional norms (ethics and organization enforcing
them), instrumentalization.?® In newer?’ theory other related criteria
were specified - higher professional education, stability or fluctuation
and fragmentation of journalists (often divided either by politics or
generations).

25 HALLIN, D. C., MANCINI, P.:: Systémy médii v postmodernim svété. Tii modely
médif a politiky. Praha : Portal, 2008, p. 58-59.

26 HALLIN, D. C., MANCINI, P.:: Systémy médii v postmodernim svété. Tii modely
médii a politiky. Praha : Portal, 2008, p. 62-63.

27 MOCEK, S.: 7 Journalists as Critical Change Agents and Popular Dissemi-
nators. In ZIELONKA. ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford
: Oxford University Press, 2015, p. 113.
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Theory claims that in CEE, professionalization of journalists is very low,
together with countries of Southern model significantly lower compared
to democratic-corporatist countries.? There is not a lot of hard data on
the level of professionalization of Slovak journalists - and if there are,
there are either quite old (2010), or do not have real implications in
real media practice (such as relative high number of Slovak Syndicate of
Journalists members, who are not professional journalists in reality). To
have at least some insight into professionalization of Slovak journalists,
in absence of current quantitative data, a questionaire was created. It
consisted of several questions related to above described criteria of
professionalization of journalists. Some of them were supplemented
by open question. All of them are described in the text below. The
questionaire was published in a group of professional journalists from
all the relevant news media - this group on Facebook is called Syndikat
2.0 (referring to Syndicate of Slovak Journalists, or more interestingly
- to absence of functioning organization for professional journalists).
The group has 225 members (valid on 22.4. 2017), was founded in the
beginning of 2017 and it is administrated by several leading professional
journalists — Zuzana Hanzelova from RTVS, Peter Bardy - editor in chief
of Aktuality.sk (the biggest online news web), Filip Obradovi¢ from
Trend economic weekly, Tomas Prokopc¢ak, deputy editor in chief of SME
daily, Filip Struharik - chief of social media development in Dennik N
(independent daily) and Michal Kovacic, senior reporter in TV Markiza
(popular commercial channel). The group claims it is a platform for
discussions of journalists. Among members, there is a majority of Slovak
journalists from main news media based in Bratislava - basically all
the relevant names from news media market. Every member had to
be invited by somebody who already is a member and then approved
by an administrator. All members are current professional journalists,
with only few acceptable exceptions (like Jan Ben¢ik, journalism award-
winning blogger).

21 members of this group responded to the questionaire (around 10
percent). They remain anonymous, but becasue of exclusivity of this
group, its recent foundation and representativness of several news
media, we can be almost sure that all the participants were current
professional journalists. Moreover, there was a question about their
sources of income, and all of the participants claimed that journalism is

28 PEREIRA, . S.: Variety of Media Systems in Third-Wave Democracies. In
ZIELONKA, ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford
University Press, 2015, p. 243.
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the main source of their income. Due to small number of participants, we
cannot conclude that the questionaire would provide any real scientific
evidence of reported trends. On the other hand, it indicates views of
Slovak professional journalists from a spectrum of relevant media on
issues they have experience with. The results are the following. In the
question about independence of their work and editorial policy from
political parties, onascale 1-5 (1 representing,absolutely independent”),
76 percent of them marked number 1, 19 percent number 2 and 4,8
percent (representing only 1 participant) marked 3. Nobody chose 4 or
5. This indicates that Slovak journalists percieve themselves and their
work as independent from political parties. The same question about
their work and editorial policy being independent from economic
influence (owners interests and interests of people connected to the
owner, big companies and advertisers), has shown different result - 47
percent had chosen number 1 (absolutely independent), 33 percent
number 2, 14 percent number 3, 4,8 percent number 4 and nobody chose
number 5 (,absolutely dependent). This indicates that less than half of
participants feel absolute independency from economical influence, and
compared to the political influence, Slovak journalists feel considerably
less independent from bussiness interests.

In open part of question about how did this change in time, several
journalists claimed that their political autonomy was dependent on
the media company they worked for previously (or professional and
personal integrity of their boss and his ability to withstand pressures),
two of them mentioned pressure from the main governing party Smer-
SD, particularly before elections. Economic influence was described
mostly as a pressure in favour of companies who advertise in the
media. One participant mentioned a change after oligarchs bought
the medium. Third question aimed at percieved dominant journalism
culture in Slovakia.?® 71,4 percent of participants chose ,critical change

29 The question was: ,To which theoretical description does Slovak journalism
culture correspond the most in real practice?” There were four categories
given: Populist disseminators, Watchdog journalism, Critical change agent,
Opportunist facilitator. The journalism culture categories as answer choices
were desribed im simplified way in Slovak language, given also examples
(Spain for populist disseminators, Bulgaria and Turkey for Critical change
agent etc.). Source of the journalism culture theory: HANITZSCH, T.:
Populist Disseminators, Detached Watchdogs, Critical Change Agents and
Opportunist Facilitators: Professional Milieus, the Journalistic Field and
Autonomy in 18 Countries. In International Communication Gazette, 2011,
Vol. 73, No 6, p. 477-494.
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agent“ model of comitted journalism, so called campaign or even clan
journalism, driven by interventionist intensions - in which journalists
are critical towards the government and elites, but they support certain
political programmes, try to influence public opinion or advocate a social
change. This model is reported to be typical for Bulgaria or Turkey.*® 19
percent of participants chose , detached watchdog“ model, presented as
the Western journalism ideal, in which journalists are just uninvolved
observers with no interventionist intensions. Only 9,5 percent of
participants (meaning exactly 2 of them) chose to describe Slovak
journalists as ,populist disseminators” who just transfer information
from politicians to the citizens, not very critically (Spain, Romania).
Nobody chose the Russian-Chinese model of opportunist facilitators in
which journalists serve the official political elites. In open part of the
question, some participants remarked that in past, particularly in the
1990s Meciar era, Slovakia was clear example of the comitted model and
then we moved to a mixed model, still consisting partially of the comitted
critical change agents - and it depends on journalism culture in each
individual medium.

This indicates that the theory?®! classifying CEE as critical change agent
model of comitted journalism, might be valid also in Slovakia. In media
systems terminology, this can divide Slovakia from liberal North-Atlantic
or democratic corporatist North-Central European models (with only
minority of Slovakjournalists percievingtheirwatchdogroleasdominant).
On the other hand, this neither places Slovakia into the Mediterranean
model. Hypothesis can be made about a hybrid model, with similarities
to some Balkan, or more general - South-East European states. Another
important indicator of professionalization is a stability of the profession
- people serving as journalists during their whole productive life (and
therefore many generations represented in newsrooms and continual
career growth and development), or journalists migrating to different
professions (or among different media, specializing in different fields)
that would cause discontinuity and non-equal representation of older
generations (more experienced senior reporters) in newsrooms. There
is a generaly accepted experience of many people that Slovak journalists

30 MOCEK, S.: 7 Journalists as Critical Change Agents and Popular Dissemi-
nators. In ZIELONKA, J. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford
: Oxford University Press, 2015, p. 102-104.

31 MOCEK, S.: 7 Journalists as Critical Change Agents and Popular Dissemi-
nators. In ZIELONKA, J. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford
: Oxford University Press, 2015, p. 99-115.
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are quite young - starting their careers during university studies and
often leaving the profession decades before becoming pensioners. In
past, there were some studies that could support this visible trend. In
a survey conducted in 2010, the largest age group among journalists,
were people between 30 and 39 - 26,1 percent, followed by age groups
under 29 and between 50 and 59, which both had 19,4 percent. 17,9
percent were in their 40s, 17,1 percent after 60.32 Real numbers were
most probably different even in 2010, because as authors of the study
admited, the survey was conducted with Slovak Syndicate of Journalists
- an organization which represents mostly the oldest generation of
Slovak journalists.

The questionaire asked journalists about their perception of which
generations are missing in newsrooms (with possibility to state more of
them). Our assumption was that it would be the generation who left the
profession after 1989 - so people who would now be around 55 years
old, or older. Surprisingly, 81 percent of respondents claimed there is
another group missing the most - people between 40 and 50. Then 66,7
percent answered there is also the generation of people in 50s missing,
only 28,6 percent claimed people after 60 are missing. Almost nobody
voted for other generations (20-30, 30-40, or option ,,no generation is
missing“) This shows, that people who are in newsrooms lack colleagues
who are older than 40, which could mean that journalists are often
leaving the profession around this age. 100 percent of participants
claimed that journalism is their main source of income. However,
38 percent of them have also some other source of income (mostly
they claimed they do some other, non-journalistic work for a media
company, or they just chose ,other”). There was one more question:
,Do you consider a possibility of leaving journalism as a profession to
make your living by something else?” On a scale 1 to 5, where 1 is ,No,
[ want to make living from journalism permanently” and 5 represents
»Yes, | want to make living from different profession,” only 19 percent of
participants (4 people out of 21) chose option 1. 33,3 percent option 2,
19 percent option 3, 19 percent option 4 and 9,5 percent (2 people) were
sure they want to change the profession. If we label answers 3 - 5 as
potentially considering, then we have an indicated ratio of 47,5 percent
of participans possibly thinking about leaving the profession.

32 BRECKA, S, ONDRASIK, B., KEKLAK, R.: Médid a novindri na Slovensku 2010.
Bratislava : Eurokédex, p. 125.
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Here we should remark one important similarity of these implications
to one model already described in theory: After similarity already in
journalism culture, it is Bulgaria again. Smilova and Smilov®? describe
well established practice of senior journalists becoming press secretaries
of governing politicians, percieved as a move upwards on a career ladder,
which has one more step - a top point in the end - as a PR worker for
big business. Smilova and Smilov claim that people who want to move
up on the ladder, often offer favours to those who can take them up -
in case of journalists they make favours to politicians, and in service
for government they offer favours to business. The authors claim this
is widespread practice among Bulgarian journalists. So eventually this
phenomenon (caused by bad working conditions, low pay and low
social prestige of journalists) is not just depriving the profession of
experienced senior journalists, but can be thread for their indepence as
well. To examine presence or absence of this phenomenon in Slovakia,
we simply counted how many governmental offices (ministries, prime
minister and his deputy offices) have former journalists as press
officers (at least one former journalist as a chief of communication or a
spokeperson = 1). The result is that the current Slovak goverment, that
started to serve in 2016, had former journalists as press officers in 12 out
of 15 offices. The previous government, serving 2012 - 2016 (consisting
partially from the same politicians), had 13 offices out of 15 with at least
one former journalist as a press officer. Even more interestingly - we
should pay attention on who these people are. Many of them were senior
journalists before, known reporters or editors.>* Many of them are close
to their 40s,which could correlate with the most missing generation of
journalists in Slovak newsrooms. Another remark should be done - this
is not anything new. Senior journalists served previous governments (or

33 SMILOVA, R,, SMILOV, D.: Informal Politics and Formal Media. In ZIELONKA,
J. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University
Press, 2015, p. 204.

34 Just few examples: Peter Susko, spokeperson of ministry of foreign affairs,
previously radio correspondent in Rome and Washington, founder of news
in commercial radio, editor in chief of news in commercial television, editor
in chief of a Playboy magazine; Martin Dorcak, serving 3 ministers in both
examined governments, previously senior editor in both Slovak news
aganiences; Ivan Netik, chief of communication at ministry of interior in
both governments, previously deputy editor in chief at Novy Cas, the most
popular newspaper. Maro$ Stano, spokeperson of ministry of environment
and in second government ministry of economy, previously senior reporter
and anchor on public service television (remark by the author).
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presidents) as well and some of them became politicians themselves.®
Career paths of many other senior journalists towards better paid PR in
commercial sector are very evident in Slovak practice as well.3® In many
cases, they are in their 40s.

Another substantial criterion for professionalization of journalists is
their institutional organization - unions and professional associations
of journalists. Slovak Syndicate of Journalists is in deep crisis, for
several years already - financial problems, depts, internal conflicts, but
most of all non-representativness. Number of members is declining
rapidly - in hundreds of people a year. From 2631 members in 2000,
this number shrinked to 1217 in 2015.3” From this number, only 129
are less than 30 years old, and only 175 are between 31 and 40. 161
are in age group 41 - 50, 256 between 51 and 60, and 555 are older
than 60. That shows clear majority of age group 50+, which means the
syndicate is not representing generations of active journalists - and in
fact it is more syndicate of pensioners than journalists. Reputation of the
organization among the professionals is low*® and they do not participate
in activities of this organization. Participants of the questionaire were

35 Former prime minister Vladimir Meciar in 1990s had several press
officers from public service media, some of them, for example Alica
Bielikova, became members of the parliament. Governments of Mikulas
Dzurinda used services of former journalists as well - for example his
former spokeperson Martin Lengyel later (!) founded several news
media. Many important senior journalists left the profession to serve the
government of Iveta Radi¢ova - Rado Bato, former editor in chief of an
influential economic weekly Trend and later a columnist of SME daily,
known journalist Luba Lesn4, senior reporter Robert Adamec, top political
reporter of TV Markiza Gabor Grendel (who later became and still is a
member of a parliament), and probably the most significant case — Daniel
Krajcer, known top TV journalist and anchor of political debates, was
appointed as a minister of culture in Iveta Radicova government (remark
by the author).

36 For example almost all editors of economic daily Hospodarske noviny (HN)
in 2008 - 2011, work in PR right now - having their own PR agency, or
working for public officials (regional politician in Bratislava Rudolf Kusy
hired former deputy editor in chief of HN Marek Tettinger and former chief
of domestic news department Jan Bor¢in) (remark by the author).

37 Numbers are from document of Slovak Syndicate of Jounalists, distributed
among members before their assembly in 2015 (remark by the author).

38 MOCEK, S.: 7 Journalists as Critical Change Agents and Popular
Disseminators. In ZIELONKA, ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New
Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University Press, 2015, p. 108.
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asked about their membership in professional organizations. Nobody
from the 21 participants is a member of any organization. In open
part of question, some of them claimed they were members of Slovak
Syndicate of Journalists in past, one of them explained: ,In 1990s it was
an organization that defended rights of journalists. Nowdays [ do not
even know what they do.“ The reason behind this is probably not some
general unwillingness of Slovak journalists to organize themselves. Only
14 percent of participating journalists (that means exactly 3 of 21) stated
they refuse to be a member of any organization of journalists. To the
contrary, 24 percent of them claimed they possibly would be members of
one of existing organizations if it would be reformed. Most interestingly,
57 percent of them claimed they would possibly become members of a
potential new organization of professional journalists.

Organization just for being organized would have no sense - it has to
be connected to professional standards and ethics. Slovak Syndicate
of Journalists wrote and published Ethical Code of a Journalist and co-
created the Press Committee of Slovakia, an organ for complaints against
journalists, who are suspected from violating the ethical rules. Journalists
were aked in the questionaire about ethical norms they follow (and
could state more than one from listed options). Only 33 percent of them
answered that they, while working as journalists, follow the ethical code
issued by the Syndicate. 81 percent claimed they follow internal code of
the medium they work for. 23 percent of them said they do not need any
codes, because they follow their own, individual ethical principles and 14
percent chose option ,other.“ About the Press Committee Slovakia (PCS)
participants of the questionaire were to select on a scale from 1 to 5 how
much they are aware of PCS decisions - 1 representing I know decisions,
journalists decided upon, their cases and results“ and 5 representing ,I
dont know anything about decision making of this organ at all.“ Nobody
selected option 1, only 9,5 percent (2 people) chose 2, 23,8 percent
selected options 3 and 4 each, and 43 percent of participants chose
option 5, meaning they know nothing about it. To an open question,
only one participant was able to state a name of a journalist who was
a subject of decision process of PCS and one other was able to list 2
cases. The others claimed that they cannot remeber any name or case,
or provided no answer to this question. The one who was able to list 2
cases, commented: ,In majority of cases, there is no substantial analyze,
just marginal topics.”
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There was also a question: ,Do you respect PCS as an organ judging the
journalism ethics?“ 57 percent of them selected point 3 ona 1 to 5 scale.
We can conclude that the PCS ethic comittee is relatively more respected
than the Syndicate itself, but journalists who answered the questionaire
do not have knowledge of cases or decisions, and there are things to
improve apparently as well. Last category of professionalization to
discuss is education of journalists. 62 percent of participants claimed
they studied journalism, 33 percent humanities, and then there were
individuals who studied economy, languages, law, or did not finish any
university education. More interestingly, journalists were to evaluate on
a scale from 1 to 5, how much does the education from journalism or
media studies in Slovakia correspond to knowledge and skills needed in
practical profession. 1 meant absolutely corresponds, 5 meant absolutely
does not correspond. 47,6 percent chose option 5, 43 percent option 4,
only individuals clicked on options 3 or 2 and nobody chose option 1.
This clearly shows that these practicing journalists think that there is
a big problem in journalism higher education. An open question asked
them what should be changed. Most of them claimed that the school has
to provide future journalists with practical skills and prepare them not
just theoretically, but for real working life of a journalist, in connection
with media houses. Many participants of the uestionnaire wrote that the
problem might be the teachers - they say journalism schools are full of
teachers who never worked as journalists and therefore they have no
connection to practical excersise of the profession. One of the participants
wrote that it is connected with the problem of missing generations of
senior journalists - because they would be the ones who is supposed
to teach. Some participants thought that students of journalism should
study more contextual subjects - humanities, political science and law,
or they should study journalism in combination with other fields. Two
participants demanded more courses on digital journalism.

3.2 Role of State and Press Market

Role of state as a criterion from Hallin and Manicni can be described as a
relationship between the state (and society that creates policies through
elected leaders) and media. It can be judged on a scale from strong state
interventionism (in extreme cases a totality, where a state regulates
everything), to libertarianism or anarchy. Hallin and Mancini use less
extreme and more realistic image - social-democratic state, typical
for continental Europe and democratic corporatist Nordic countries,
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responsible for many areas of society (healhcare, univesities, culture)
versus liberal democracy such as the USA with much less interventionism
and more market-oriented approach.?* There are several kinds of
interventions of state to the media - regarding freedom of expression
(speech, publication) versus censorship, media regulation (law), public
service or state broadcasting or state subsidies to the media. Unlike other
European countries, Slovakia has absolutely no state support system to the
media (with some exceptions of possibility to finance minority press from
grants) - not even tax reliefs and also no subsidy system for newspapers.
In this criterion, Slovakia is not part of Mediterranean nor North-Central
European systems, which are typical for subsidizing newspapers. This
would be one of only few cases where Slovak approach is the closest to the
North-Atlantic liberal model. Media freedom can be described thanks to
several indicators. Reporters Without Borders publish annual World Press
Freedom Index. The most recent index has shown results that support
claims that some CEE states are very close to the Southern, Mediterranean
model - because they are similarly low.** Democratic - corporatist
countries are traditionally leading in the press freedom.

Table 1: Reporters Withour Borders: World Press Freedom Index 2017;
Freedom House: Freedom of the Press 2016. Ranking of some countries
relevant for this article

Ranking State Ranking FH/ State
RWB/WPFI 2017 FOP 2016

(world) (world)
1 Norway 1 Norway
2 Sweden 2 Sweden
3 Finland 2 Finland
4 Denmark 2 Belgium
5 Netherlands 2 Netherlands
7 Switzerland 6 Denmark
9 Belgium 7 Luxembourg
10 Iceland 7 Switzerland
11 Austria 11 Iceland
12 Estonia 15 Estonia
14 Ireland 17 Ireland
15 Luxembourg 21 Portugal
16 Germany 25 Germany
17 Slovakia 28 Czech Republic
18 Portugal 33 Austria
22 Canada 33 Lithuania
23 Czech Republic 33 Malta

39 HALLIN, D. C., MANCINI, P.: Systémy médii v postmodernim svété. Tri modely
médii a politiky. Praha : Portal, 2008, p. 78-79.

40 Reporters Without Borders: World Press Freedom Index 2017. [online].
[2017-04-30]. Available at: <https://rsf.org/en/ranking>.
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28 Latvia 33 Slovenia
29 Spain 38 Slovakia
30 Cyprus 38 Cyprus
36 Lithuania 41 United Kingdom
37 Slovenia 51 France
39 France 51 Latvia
40 United Kingdom 51 Poland
43 USA 51 Spain
46 Romania 63 Italy
47 Malta 74 Romania
52 Italy 78 Bulgaria
54 Poland 78 Hungary
71 Hungary 84 Croatia
74 Croatia 94 Greece
88 Greece

109 Bulgaria

Source: Reporters Without Borders: World Press Freedom Index 2017. [online].
[2017-04-30]. Available at: <https://rsf.org/en/ranking>.

States of democratic corporatism maintain very high freedom of the
press, eventhough they are interventionists. In category of media
freedom, Slovakia scores relatively well, closer to democratic-corporatist
Germany than to southern states. Both indexes show that Slovakia is not
as low as for example Hungary or Poland. There are another indicators
of the role of the state in Hallin and Mancini theory. It is regulation,
which according to press or media freedom indexes does not mean less
freedom. Laws against defamation, on access to information, regulating
concentration or ownership, licences and rules for broadcasting etc. are
important indicators in Hallin and Mancini theory. Application of these
is a subject to authors further ongoing research. From so far published
partial results, we can conclude that Slovakia has the strictest anti-
defamation criminal law in the EU with possible sentence of 8 years in
prison, followed by polarized pluralist Italy (6 years) and democratic-
corporatist Germany and Austria (both 5); but the harsh punishments
are not applied inSlovakia, only few people are sentenced for defamation
and they get only low conditional sentences, and no journalists are
sentenced.*! There is no criminal law against defamation of public
officials or the state in Slovakia, which indicates more the liberal model,
in this case very different from the democratic-corporatist and polarized
pluralist models.*? Regarding another criterion - public service media,

41 For more information, see: HANAK, P.: Kriminalizacia zurnalistiky: Trestne
stihani novinari na Slovensku v eurépskej perspektive. In Medidlni studia,
2016, Vol. 10, No. 2, p. 245-264. [online]. [2017-04-30]. Available at:
<https://medialnistudia.files.wordpress.com/2016/12 /hanak-web.pdf>.

42 HANAK, P, CHUDOBA, D.: Criminalization of Defamation or Insult Towards
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as it was in this article previously discussed in chapter on political
paralelism, Slovakia is inspired by democratic-corporatist model of dual
system in broadcasting, but has a tradition of instrumentalizing public
service media, typical for southern models.
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Chart 2: Average circulation of newspaper (in thousands) by a milion
people in Europe 2009

Source: PEREIRA, . S.: Variety of Media Systems in Third-Wave Democracies. In
ZIELONKA, ]. (ed.): Media and Politics in New Democracies. Oxford : Oxford University
Press, 2015, p. 234. The red line shows clear division between Mediterranean
Polarized Pluralist and CEE countries with weaker tradition of reading newspapers
versus Liberal and Democratic-Corporatist Northern-European countries (remark
by the author).

Press Market as a criterion was discussed in this article already. Circulation
of daily newspapers is not a criterion from which we can build a current
media system model anymore. We do not have a new set of comparable
data, but even older data clearly illustrate media models. The graph clearly
shows division of Mediterranean and CEE model from the liberal or
democratic-corporatist (the red line). Slovakia is together with Portugal,
the last country, meaning that we have very weak readership tradition. In
2009 average circulation in Slovakia per one milion inhabitants was 83
thousand. In 2017, we tried to count current number. If we would count
in only official numbers of circulation of dailies measured by the Audit

Public Officials, the State or its Symbols in EU 28: Comparative analysis.
Paper presented at the 2" International Conference on The Right of
Freedom of Expression in Digital Age. University of Nicosia, Cyprus,
presented on 4" April 2017.
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Burreau of Circulation Slovakia (ABC SR), the number would be much
lower, because some of them stopped being audited recently (Pravda
daily), some others are not subject to audit for along time (Sport daily), and
a new daily Dennik N did not enter the audit yet. In these cases, we used
numbers that they claim as their circulation - either on their website, or
we contacted the publishing houses and they provided us the information.
All numbers used are approximate and average.

Table 2: Daily newspaper circulation in Slovakia in February 2017

Newspaper Circulation February 2017
Novy Cas 127559
Plus1Den 59360
PRAVDA 53123
SME 38500
Sport 28500
UjSzé 21446
HN 14539
Korzar 12106
Dennik N 7500
Together 362631
Per million 66856

Source: ABC SR and publishers

The number approximately 67 thousand prints of newspaper per
milion of inhabitants theoretically could be even lower, if we think
about a potential interest of non-audited publishers to overstate their
circulation, to sell more advertising for higher price. We do not have
current data from other European countries to compare this number
with other countries from the media systems theory. But this number
shows that Slovak newspaper market, as predicted, declined since 2009,
and we can only hardly suppose that the difference between Slovakia and
for example Finland would be any lower than it was in 2009. So if this is
applicable in the theory, Slovakia is resembling the southern model. On
the other hand, the readers probably still read the news, just on another
platform, and this number is not representing them at all. So from this
number - 67 - we cannot judge how many people read the news, so we
are not able to build any model on this.

Conclusion
Oligarchization of Slovak media and dewesternization caused by Western

publishing houses departures from this market, is causing growing
political paralelism. Mostly informal connections between politicians,
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media owners, oligarchs and business leaders dependent on politicians
are moving Slovak media system in direction to the South - towards
Mediterranean model of polarized pluralism, in which we can speak
about close connections between political parties and media. Despite this
organizational trend, Slovak journalists, at least those who filled in the
questionaire, still feel free of political parties. Less than from politics, but
they still feel relatively free also from economic pressures. Public service
media model, copied from democratic-corporatist North-Central Europe,
was formally shifted towards parliament-elected, South-resembling one
by introducing parliamentary vote of RTVS director. So far it did not
cause a political capture of public service media. But that does not have
to be true in next few months or years anymore. If the publicly expressed
visions of governing coalition leaders would be realized and public
service media would be less critical, more cooperative with governing
politicians, maybe even used as instruments of politics, Slovakia would
move on a map again - in southern and eastern direction, far away from
models like Austria and Germany.

As predicted in theory, also professionalization of journalists is low. There
are no effective and represenative unions or associations, journalists are
fragmented, they do not have a respected voice that would represent
them in society or public debate. There is relativetly high fluctuation in
newsrooms, journalists are migrating to PR, politics or other professions,
which is creating generation gaps. Slovak journalism is no profession for
old men (nor women) - they leave usually around age of 40. Consequently,
there are only few experienced senior journalists that would provide
know-how to younger colleagues and help training new generations of
professionals. Practicing journalists also see a big problem in education
and training of future journalists - they claim that the universities are
not doing a good job. Altogether, the low professionalization is a problem
that differs Slovak media system from the North-Central or North-Atlantic
models, and in fact, directs us towards Balkans (as it was demonstrated
on example of Bulgaria). The journalism culture, as percieved by
journalists themselves, is close to comitted, campaign journalism, similar
to South-Eastern models (Bulgaria and Turkey) too. Also criteria of press
market are not indicating similarities with Austria or Germany, but much
more with Mediterranean countries (Portugal) or CEE neighbours. As we
argued, ,press market” terminology is hardly usable nowdays and in case
it is not meant just as an historic indicator of early literacy development
(or other culturally, economically and politically determined conditions),
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this criterion needs to be replaced by some other, more suitable for
measuring current media market (including online readership).

The role of the state is the only criterion of Hallin and Manc